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Two of these rough sundials and a star dial are  now in the possession of his grandson, James Thomson.
1 His early, progress in Mathematics was remarkable. His father allowed him to go to Dr Edgar's school at Ballynahinch, where he very soon made himself useful as a teacher; and then for four years, from 1809 till 1814, he studied at the University of Glasgow, taking his degree of M.A. in 1812. He then attended the classes of Theology and became a licentiate in the church of Scotland; and he also commenced the study of Medicine; butjm the foundation of the Royal Belfast Academical Institution, he was elected to the chair of Mathematics, and returned to Ireland. He taught in Belfast from 1814 till 1832, when he was appointed Professor of Mathematics in the University of Glasgow. He wrote a number of important and successful school books on Arithmetic, Geography, Trigonometry, and higher mathematical subjects. The first of these was brought out in 1819, and new editions have been in wide circulation up to the present day. His books reveal originality, and constructive as well as analytical power, qualities which we find transmitted to most of his children, but particularly to his two eldest sons, James and William. The gentleness, ready wit, charm of manner, and warm-heartedness characteristic of all three, stamped them as partly Irish in spite of the Scottish blood in their veins.
In 1816, Margaret Gardner, a young, bright and lively girl, came from Glasgow to Belfast, to visit her relations, Dr and Mrs Cairns, who were friends of James Thomson; and the young professor, then 30 years of age, was much attracted to her. She was a daughter of William Gardner, a merchant in Glasgow, who had fought on the British side in the American War of Independence. His watch, which is preserved in the keeping of one of his great-grandchildren (Agnes Gardner King), shows the dint of a bullet which the strong case of the watch saved from piercing his heart. An extract from one of Miss Gardner's letters to her sister, Agnes, afterwards Mrs Gall, gives interesting impressions of Belfast and the people who lived there in 1816.
.    ,                                     .            "July 1816.
On Tuesday last" we spent a most agreeable day at a Dr Drennan's*. This has been our longest' walk. , It is more than three miles in a most beautiful part of the country, but
* Cabin .Hill, near Belmotvb.